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on ail the four sides of the seed. Next day glue like liquid oozes out of these
strappings, this glue is collected and sold to the company authorities at the rate
of four rupees a seer,   and opium should  not be given to anybody else by
the ryots.
A famous English nobleman Sir Charles Dolly Biyard has been kept here
to collect the entire opium crop grown in this country. Whatever he writes about
opium, is final and all the officers including the collector will obey and follow his
orders. He tours the country with a posse of armed men to collect this produce
sometimes even by force. Poppy seeds are very soft and when it is cut, it
splits loose like an orange and on every division there are poppy seeds on
it. The fields of poppy when in full bloom appear like a full grown garden
with glittering white umbrella like flowers lovely to look at. Occasionally
one or two red flowers can also be seen here and there.
Wheat, and a kind of buck wheat grow here just like paddy with long
cornlike tails. Wheat corns are short but grow thick with the grain interwoven
like plaits and the buck wheat corn in the fields just resembles paddy.
Gouda brahmins of this region usually take opium and bhang. When there
was a division into two in the Brahmin community those that migrated to
south maintained their chastity towards religious disposition while those
remained here gradually degraded. Whatever it is, after completing all the
religious rites here I tried to bring amity between the two groups but could
not. God alone save.
Though there are not as many temples here in Gaya as Shivalingas at every
foot, in Kasij there are a good number of temples here. Among them Mangala
Gouri temple and Gayasuri temple are the two where sacrifices of animals
are offered and worships of this nature are followed. This Mangala Gouri is
considered to be one of the 18 seats of Devi. I stayed in Gaya Kshetra
till the 14th of February.